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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-23 are objected to as being generally narrative, functional, awkward and 
including inferentially recited elements and lack of proper antecedent basis. They appear to be a 
literal translation into English from a foreign document and are replete with grammatical and 
idiomatic errors. For example, claim 1, 13,18 and 19 are narrative, functional and awkward. 
The elements "a sufficiently long portion of cloth" (claim 1, line 4), "a rectilinear deformable 
strip" (claim 1 line 8) and " a rectilinear deformable presser" (claim 1 line 9) and "channels" 
(claim 1 line 21) are inferentially recited. Additionally, there is no proper antecedent basis for 
"the rubber cylinders" (claim 1 line 1), "the said cylinders" (claim 1, line 3), "the said sprayed 
liquids" (claim 1, line 5) and "the whole" (claim 1, line 10). The language "it" (claim 1, lines 2, 
14,) is unclear to what element or device it is referred to. Correction is required. 

The above are simply examples of the errors present. Applicant is required to carefully 
review the claims and eliminate all such errors. 

To the extent the claims are clear and positively recite structure, it appears that the 
following prior art rejection is proper. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 
(b) the invention was patented or described in a primed publication in this or a foreign countr\ or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3, 13,14 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Schmutz (US 2002/0189473). 

With respect to claim 1-3 and 23, Schmutz teaches an equipment 2 for cleaning cylinders 

4 having means 50 for spraying cleaning liquid on a cleaning cloth 28 which is pressed on the 
surfaces of the cylinders for cleaning the surface via a pressing element 6 as shown in Figs 1 and 

5 of Schmutz. With respect to claims 13 and 14, Schmutz teaches a bar 18, 19 which has a 
rounded upper edge and lower edge and contains the pressing element and spraying nozzles 54 
(Schmutz , Figs.3 and 4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of 
this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter 
as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentahilii\ shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 4-12 and 15-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) as being unpatentable 
over Schmutz (US 2002/0189473) in view of Hara et al. (US 6,101,943). 
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With respect to claims 4-8 and 10-12, Schmutz teaches an equipment for cleaning 
cylinders having substantially the structure as recited. Schmutz does not teach the projecting 
parts on the surface of the pressing element. Hara et al. teaches the conventional projecting 
parts 10 on the surface of a pressing element 8 as shown in Figs. 7,8 and 14 and col.5 lines 
34,35. In view of the teaching of Hara et al., it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the pressing element of Schmutz by providing the projecting parts on 
the surface of a pressing element as taught by Hara et al. to improve the efficiency of cleaning 
the surface of a cylinder. With respect to claims 9-12, the selection of desired size of the 
pressing element or presser and the projecting parts on the surface of the presser would be 
obvious through routine experimentation depending upon the material used for presser, cleaning 
cloth which is pressed by the presser and cleaning liquid to be used for cleaning in order to get 
best possible cleaning operation. With respect to claims 18 and 22, the positions as recited for 
cleaning the surface of a cylinder are well known in the art. For example, Schmutz teaches the 
cleaning equipment 2 which is positioned at about 3 o'clock and Hara et al. teaches the cleaning 
device 2 which is positioned at 2 o'clock. Therefore, the selection of the desired position for a 
cleaning equipment would be obvious depending upon a printing press's configuration. 

Conclusion 

The patents to Corti et al, Knieser and Robertson are cited to show other structures 
having obvious similarities to the claimed structure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-2169. 
The examiner can normally be reached daily from 9 AM to 5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen, can be reached on (571) 272-2258. 

The fax phone number for this Group is (571) 273-8300. 



/Anthony H Nguyen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2854 



